












d

Pnl ue' I
It I

!

pCflh T\'

"

"'.\.11 "",.,u

I I

RUINS OF THE FOUNOATION OF STJERNEBORG, or
Castle (]f he Slilrs, show a central pier an vhlCh
all 0 Tycho's InSlrUl1\ents would have been
mDun ~d

TYCHO'S OWN rHREE·MllE ISLAND. Ven, lie!'> II a
lid" ral ween Denmark, nd wed n
Pert p 1 SP rc n 01 he ();)nlst lIduonal bUdget
w 'nt to suppon TychOS r arch on Vm I(

state of his health than for etiquette." By the time the party was
over, the damage had been done. T~'cho, who was probably already

suffering from pmslak problems, died cleven days later, saying

repealedly on his deathbl'd, according to Kepler, "LeI ml' not seem

to have lived in vain." Tycho is buried in a tomb in the Church of

Our Lady beti)re 'lyn, on Prague's Old '(lIvn Square. An ornate red

marble effigy of the great scientist stands above the tomb.

ycho Brahe never became a household namc

like Isaac Nl'wton nor is his name linked to

anyone great discovery like Albert Einstein

and relativity. But in hindsight, Tycho was a

key figure in the history of ast mnomy, a man

who advanced not only the science of his day

but also how science was practiced. If it
weren't li)r Tycho's careful observations, Kepler never could have

. , , II " his. '. of p" I,!.' ,tion, \ 1h. I 't! Nt vton to for·

mulate hi., law of universal gravitation. \oVithout Tycho,

Renaissance astronomy may have limped along for generations;
instead, it saw the contemporary view of the cosmos rewritten in

the span of .iust a tCw decades.
For OWl'n (~ingerich, the sheer magnitude of Tycho's work

became apparent during a visit to a Paris bookshop. An obscure

volume, published in the mid-16()()s, attempll'd to list all of the

observations of the Sun, the Moon, and planets compiled

throughout history up to th,lI time. "What's fantastic about thc

volume:' expl<lins Gingerich, "is that the pre-Tychonic observa­

tions occupy about ninety pages, and those in the decades after

Tycho lived occupy another fifty. The Tychonic observations

occupy nine hundred pages." Without Tycho, the hefty tome

would have been a mere novella. "The contribution. the sheer

bulk of the observations that Tycho Brahe made, is staggering."

Tycho most certainly did not live in vain. u
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